












community to lift the unnecessary restrictions and obstacles on
the social, economic and political development of the Turkish
Cypriot people."

Minister of Foreign Affairs Assoc. Prof. Turgay Avcý, in his
meetings with Italian businessmen, discussed the opportunities
of investment in the TRNC and stressed that encouragement of
foreign investment is among the primary objectives of the
TRNC's development policy.

During his stay, Foreign Minister Avcý presented the two
members of the Italian Radical Party- Maurizio Turco and Marco
Perduca- who were previously granted TRNC citizenship, with
their TRNC passports and identity cards. 

In Rome, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign
Affairs Turgay Avcý attended a conference organised by the

United Journalists Association and explained recent
developments in the Cyprus issue.

Foreign Minister Avcý made his second visit to the USA in
September 2007, to attend the Organization of the Islamic
Conference (OIC) Foreign Ministers' Coordination Meeting
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within the framework of the 62nd UN General Assembly
Meetings.  In the USA, Minister of Foreign Affairs Assoc. Prof.
Turgay Avcý had fruitful contacts both  with US authorities and
OIC member states authorities, including Pakistani Deputy
Foreign Minister Riaz Khan, the Foreign Minister of Malaysia
Syed  Hamit Albak, Yemeni Foreign Minister Abu Bakir Al Qurbi
and Azerbaijani Foreign Minister Elmar Maharram.  In the
meetings, alternative ways of improving the TRNC's relations
with other countries were discussed, including investment and
trade opportunities, tourism and the education sector.

As part of his contacts in New York, Minister of Foreign Affairs
Avcý also met with UN Undersecretary-General for Political
Affairs Lynn Pascoe and the US Deputy Assistant Secretary of
State Matthew Bryza, where they evaluated the 5 September
process and the recent developments in the Cyprus issue.
Foreign Minister Avcý asked Bryza to encourage those
European countries which have close relations with the USA, to
make openings towards the Turkish Cypriots, and requested the
support of the USA for the lifting of the Turkish Cypriots'
isolation.

The Speech Delivered by Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs H.E. Assoc. Prof. Turgay Avcý at
the OIC Foreign Ministers Meeting on 2 October 2007, in
New York:
Mr. Chairman,
Excellencies,

"It is a distinct honour and privilege for me to address the
annual coordination meeting of the Ministers of Foreign Affairs
of the Organization of the Islamic Conference (OIC) on behalf of
the government and the People of the Turkish Republic of
Northern Cyprus.

At the outset, it gives me great pleasure to convey our thanks
and appreciation to H.E. Prof. Ekmeleddin Ihsanoðlu, the
Secretary-General of the OIC and the Secretariat for adopting
dynamic policies with the ultimate aim of restructuring and
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further developing our organisation since his election.
We are also grateful to the OIC and the esteemed members

of the organisation for their invaluable support extended to the
just cause of the Turkish Cypriot people.

Mr. Chairman,
As we gather today with the ultimate aim of coordinating and

uniting our efforts towards the common good of the Islamic
Ummah, the situation in the Middle East, the continued
occupation of a part of the territory of Azerbaijan, the plight of the
Turkish Muslim minority of Western Thrace, the persistent
internecine violence in Iraq, and other unsettled issues
concerning Islamic countries such as the Indian occupied
Kashmir, continue to be of great concern to us all.

As you no doubt all know, Cyprus, my homeland, also has a
long-standing political dispute, and I would now like to share
with you in brief recent developments regarding this issue.

Following the referenda on the Annan plan on 24 April 2004,
the Cyprus issue has taken a new turn and a new state of affairs
has emerged after Turkish Cypriots voted in favour and Greek
Cypriots rejected the plan.  As you all know, the former UN
Under-Secretary-General for Political Affairs, Mr. Gambari's visit
to the island resulted in the 8 July Agreement of 2006.  However,
neither the results of the referenda nor the 8 July Agreement
brought any fruitful development with regard to the solution of
the Cyprus problem.

This was further proven by the recent meeting of the leaders
of both sides on 5 September 2007, when the meeting failed to
produce any substantial outcome as a result of the Greek
Cypriot leadership's uncompromising position.  The Turkish
Cypriot proposals for setting a date to start fully-fledged
negotiations, and targeting a comprehensive solution by the end
of year 2008 were rejected out of hand by the Greek Cypriot
leader. 

It is obvious that the Greek Cypriot side does not want a
solution. Their only aim is to procrastinate and use their
unilateral and illegal European Union membership as a political
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and economic weapon against us.
We are very grateful for resolutions adopted by the

Organization of Islamic Conference on the Cyprus Issue, which
call upon the member states to strengthen effective solidarity
with the Turkish Cypriots.  In this context, we urge the member
states to take concrete steps to end the unjust and inhuman
isolation of the Turkish Cypriots and call upon all member states
to further develop bilateral relations with the Turkish Cypriot
state.

However, I am sorry to say that not all member states are
taking the necessary steps to implement these resolutions.  For
instance, while Turkish Cypriots can travel to a number of
Western countries, including the USA, with their own passports,
I am saddened to report that this is still not possible in many
Islamic countries.

Furthermore, I regret to mention that Turkish Cypriot athletes
are not able to participate in the sports tournaments organised
by the Islamic Solidarity Sports Federation and our application
to become a member of the aforementioned federation has
been rejected in spite of all the OIC resolutions for ending the
isolation of the Turkish Cypriots in sporting activities.  I sincerely
hope that the Islamic Solidarity Sports Federation will reconsider
its decision and enable Turkish Cypriot athletes to participate in
the sports tournaments organised by the federation.

But there is also encouraging news. I am pleased to
announce at this august assembly that our government is
opening new trade and tourism offices in several member
countries such as Qatar, Kuwait and Oman. At this stage I would
like to reiterate, once again, that our government would like to
establish even more offices in other member states, with a view
to enhancing relations between the TRNC and the member
states in the fields of trade, tourism, culture, information,
transport, higher education and sports activities.  In this context,
I hope that the brotherly member countries will extend all the
assistance and support to the Turkish Cypriot people regarding
the opening of new offices in their countries. 
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Mr. Chairman,
Despite being a small state, the TRNC can play an important

role within the OIC and its affiliated institutions.  Its unique
geographical position, which puts it at the crossroads of East
and West, between Islam and Christianity, and with its six
internationally recognised universities, enables the TRNC to
contribute to the activities of the OIC and the Muslim Ummah.
Currently, over 250 students from OIC countries study in those
universities under our full scholarship.  Up until now, more than
2500 students from over 40 OIC countries have studied in the
TRNC under our scholarship programme.

We had the honour of taking part in the International Donors
Conference on consolidating food self-sufficiency in Niger,
which was held in Qatar in June 2007.  Furthermore, the
government and the people of the TRNC will continue to engage
in such humanitarian efforts within the Islamic Ummah in the
future.

In addition, we had the honour of hosting the advisory board
meeting of the Islamic Conference Youth Forum for Dialogue
and Cooperation in our country, between 18 and 21 August
2007.

We sincerely believe that hosting such OIC meetings in
Northern Cyprus will give a strong message to the Greek Cypriot
administration, and support the Turkish Cypriot people in their
struggle to break the unjust and inhuman isolation imposed on
them.  It will further develop relations between the Turkish
Cypriots and the member states.

Most recently, we have restored the ferryboat services
between the port of Latakia in Syria, and the port of Famagusta
in North Cyprus, after 30 years.  Needless to say, the ferryboat
services between the two countries will connect the Turkish
Cypriot people more closely with our brothers in the Middle East
and the Gulf countries.  I would like to avail myself of this
opportunity to extend our deep thanks and gratitude to the
relevant Syrian authorities for their cooperation and assistance
in re-establishing ferryboat services between our countries.
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We have no doubt that all the other member states will
continue their efforts to support the Turkish Cypriot people in
their rightful struggle.  As part of the Islamic Ummah, Turkish
Cypriot people deserve the assistance of their brothers.

We lived in fear of our lives from 1963 to 1974, isolated in
enclaves.  We embraced our freedom in 1974, and found a safe
land in North Cyprus where we live in security now.  However,
we still face numerous difficulties instigated by our neighbour.
We want a safe and peaceful future for our children, a future that
will not repeat the bitter experiences of the past.

Mr. Chairman,
Before I conclude, I would also like to renew our long-

standing request to upgrade our observer status to that of a full
member, so that we may take our rightful place as a full member
among our brothers.
Thank you Mr. Chairman."

The First Meeting of the International Advisory Board of the
Youth for the Alliance of Civilisations Initiative was held in the
Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus in August 2007.

Following the meeting, the representatives of the Turkish
Cypriot Youth Platform participated in the "Alliance Youth Camp"
and "Intergenerational High Level Conference", which were held
in Baku between 28 October and 2 November 2007.
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CHAPTER IX

Restarting Ferryboat Services Between the TRNC and Syria

Intensive contacts with Syrian officials resulted in the re-
commencement of Latakia - Gazimaðusa ferry boat services
after nearly 30 years on 23 September 2007.

The commencement of the services also gave an opportunity
to the European Commission to clarify its position vis-a-vis
TRNC ports, confirming the fact that there is no legal restriction
on the use of TRNC seaports.

Speaking to the press at Gazimaðusa Harbour on 23
September, Foreign Minister Assoc. Prof. Turgay Avcý

underlined that with the start of ferry services between the
TRNC and Syria, a bridge was established which would
contribute to development of trade relations between the TRNC
and the Eastern Mediterranean.

These developments caused discomfort in the Greek Cypriot
side. Greek Cypriot officials started to exert immense pressure
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on the Syrian authorities to stop the ferry services and  to cease
contacts immediately with the Turkish Cypriot officials. 

Seeking support from the international community to
continue their campaign aimed at keeping the Turkish Cypriots
under embargoes and isolation, the Greek Cypriot
administration requested the European Commission to declare
its position regarding the "illegality" of the sea ports in the North.  

The Commission, however, explicitly stated that:
"in 1974, the government of the Republic of Cyprus (RoC)

has declared the sea ports in the northern part of Cyprus
prohibited and closed for all vessels, but that was a unilateral
decision of the RoC and it is the Commission's understanding
that there is no prohibition under  international law to enter and
leave sea ports in the North. Furthermore, neither the UN
Security Council nor the European Union has ever imposed a
trade embargo with respect to those areas. Taking this into
account, the Commission proposed in 2004 the so called Direct
Trade Regulation. This issue should be solved bilaterally
between the Republic of Cyprus and Syria."

Another positive development between the TRNC and OIC
took place with the visit of Sheikh Saleh bin Abdullah Kamel,
President of the Islamic Chamber of Commerce and Industry.
Sheikh Saleh bin Abdullah Kamel visited the TRNC flying
directly from Dubai in his private jet on November 2007.  During
his visit to the TRNC, a Memorandum of Understanding were
signed between the Islamic Chamber of Commerce and
Industry and the Turkish Cypriot Chambers of Commerce and
Industry.

Besides OIC countries, the TRNC has also placed great
importance in further developing its existing friendly relations
with Turkic States, and naturally with the EU member states.
Thus, President Mehmet Ali Talat and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Turgay Avcý, participated in the 11th Friendship, Brotherhood and
Cooperation Congress of Turkic States and Communities in
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Baku on 17 November 2007.  During the congress, many issues
including enhancing relations between the Turkic states in the
fields of trade, tourism, culture, education and information, were
taken up.

In December 2007, Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs Turgay Avcý  went to Brussels at the invitation  of
the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats for Europe (ALDE) and
delivered a speech to a conference at the European Parliament.

During his stay in Brussels, the Foreign Minister held
discussions with Members of the European Parliament (MEPs),
and attended a joint press conference with several MEPs to
provide detailed information about the Turkish Cypriot people's
cause and the latest developments on the Cyprus Problem.  He
also met the President of the Alliance of Liberals and Democrats
for Europe, Graham Watson, and gave interviews to various
media organisations.

As the result of the good relations developed between the
Italian government and the TRNC, the TRNC's Rome
Representative Office was opened with a ceremony organised
on 18 December 2007.  Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of
Foreign Affairs Turgay Avcý and Italian MP Maurizyo Turco, who
received TRNC citizenship, jointly opened the Office.

Minister of Foreign Affairs Turgay Avcý, speaking during the
opening ceremony, stated that the Office would be an important
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step towards further improving existing relations with EU
member states, particularly with Italy and the Italian people, and
would contribute to promoting activities in trade, culture, tourism
and education.

In his speech, Foreign Minister Avcý also called upon the
Italian government to contribute to the efforts for lifting of the
existing isolation of the Turkish Cypriot people.

The Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs
Turgay Avcý and his accompanying  delegation  went to Australia
to attend the celebrations marking the 60th anniversary of the
first migration of Turkish Cypriots to Australia and to have
contacts with Turkish Cypriots living there, and  Australian
officials in February  2008. 

Speaking in Melbourne at a meeting where Turkish Cypriots
living in Australia, the Mayor of Melbourne and some local
parliamentarians were present, Avcý asked the Australian
government not to yield to Greek Cypriots' aspirations any more.
Avcý said: "All we want from the world are equality, justice and
human rights nothing more. We want our children to engage in
sportive activities and participate in  international events to
promote our culture on equal grounds with Greek Cypriots." 

Minister of Foreign Affairs Turgay Avcý also held a press
conference in Melbourne and expressed his views on the
Cyprus issue and the cooperation to be carried out with Turkish
Cypriots living in Australia.

Within  the context of his contacts in Australia, Deputy Prime
Minister and Foreign Minister Avcý also visited the Mayor of
Melbourne John So.

As part of his contacts in Australia, Foreign Minister Avcý
came together with Turkish Businessmen at a dinner given in his
honor by the President of the Turkish Businessmen Council
Hüseyin Mustafa to discuss investment prospects in the Turkish
Republic of Northern Cyprus.

Deputy Prime Minister and Foreign Minister Turgay Avcý  met
Australia's Special Representative for Cyprus Jim Short and
evaluated the latest developments in the Cyprus issue and the
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world on 19 February. Explaining the Turkish side's constructive
attitudes with regard to the Cyprus issue, Foreign Minister Avcý
stressed that the Turkish side was ready  to start negotiations
aimed at finding a comprehensive settlement to the Cyprus
issue. Reminding that the Turkish Cypriots have proven their
determination  for a settlement in  the April 2004 Referendum by
saying "Yes" to the Annan Plan,  Avcý stressed that the EU
should now re-evaluate its policy on Cyprus.

During his contacts in Australia,  Avcý also visited  Victoria
Parliament  and met Victoria Province Planning Minister  Justin
Madden and his Advisor Hakký Süleyman. During his  meeting
with Madden Foreign Minister Avcý stressing the Turkish
Cypriots' desire for settlement,  said the unjust isolation imposed
on the Turkish Cypriots should be lifted.

Within the framework of his contacts Foreign Minister Avcý
also  met Parliamentarians of Turkish origin Hamdi Eren and
Kubilay  Somyürek, and Brimbank, Hume and Meribyrong
Municipalities  Assembly Members. 

Between 13-14  March 2008, President Mehmet Ali Talat and
Deputy Prime Minister and Minister of Foreign Affairs Turgay
Avcý  attended  the 11th Organization of the Islamic Conference
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(OIC) Summit which  took place  in the capital of Senegal,
Dakar. President Talat  delivered a speech at the Summit.

During the OIC Summit President Talat and the UN Secretary
General (UNSG) met on 13 March. Deputy Prime Minister and
Minister of Foreign Affairs Turgay Avcý was also present at the
meeting.

Speaking following the meeting President Talat pointed out
that he said to the UNSG that a solution could be found to the
Cyprus problem by the end of 2008 if a new process, in which
the UN would play an active role, was launched immediately.

The final communiqué issued at the end of the 11th Summit of
the Organization reaffirmed the previous decisions of the OIC
relating to the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus calling for
the ending of the isolation imposed on Turkish Cypriots and
asked for a stronger support from the international community to
that end. The decision on the Cyprus issue envisaged that the
TRNC would continue to participate at OIC meetings under the
title of "Cyprus Turkish State".
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CHAPTER X

Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus a Beacon of
Democracy and Development in the Eastern Mediterranean

In spite of the illegal embargoes and restrictions imposed by
the Greek Cypriot side, the Turkish Republic of Northern Cyprus
has succeeded in establishing links with over 80 countries.  Its
cultural ties with many countries throughout the world are also
developing steadily.  While initiatives for lifting the isolation of the
Turkish Cypriot people continue, the TRNC will continue with its
efforts to attain sustained economic development, create better
opportunities and  improved  life standards for its people, and
secure its rightful place amongst the community of States.
Within this framework, the Government is making every effort
and working diligently to take the necessary steps on the path to
achieving sustainable economic development of the country.

Northern Cyprus implements a liberal economic system
under which employment, the encouragement of investment
that generates high added value, the promotion of the private
sector with limited Government intervention, and the rational use
of natural resources are given priority.  Trade, tourism,
education, transportation and industrial sectors are accorded

49



great importance within the framework of the liberal economic
policy the Government has adopted.

Encouragement of foreign investment is among the primary
objectives of the government's development policy.
Consequently, those wishing to invest in the Turkish Republic of
Northern Cyprus can be certain of a positive government
attitude. In this connection, the Turkish Republic of Northern
Cyprus is keen to welcome investors from all over the world.

In accordance with its development policy, preferential
treatment is accorded to export-oriented industries. Priority is
given to those projects that facilitate the transfer of modern
technology, know-how and new management techniques into
the country. 

Northern Cyprus is emerging as a center of higher education
in the region and accommodates 6 distinguished universities
which provide higher education to more than 40 thousand
students from over 60 countries, charging very reasonable fees.
The higher education sector is a leading sector which
contributes remarkably to the economy alongside tourism. The
medium of instruction in all six universities is English, and these
institutions offer education at international standards in diverse
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fields with experienced teaching staff from different countries.
Some of our universities have educational agreements with
various universities in the USA, UK and others.

The universities in the TRNC face unjust restrictions,

however, instigated by the Greek Cypriot administration. The
Greek Cypriot side tries to block every effort of our universities
to establish cooperation with universities of other countries.
Needless to say, such an effort can only be viewed as a
fundamental human rights violation, with considerably damaging
consequences for the lives and careers of students and the
future of higher education in North Cyprus.  Regrettably, the
inclusion of our highly qualified universities in the Bologna
process was blocked by the Greek Cypriot side.

In addition to higher education, tourism is another leading
services sector activity in North Cyprus.  With its hospitable
people, rich cultural heritage, unspoilt, unpolluted natural
beauty, abundance of luxurious hotels and restaurants which
provide Mediterranean and international cuisine, Northern
Cyprus is a most sought-after destination for tourists.
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The main hurdle in the development of the tourism sector is
the lack of direct flights from other countries to the TRNC - a
prime example of the imposed restrictions.  The requirement of a
stopover for aircraft in Turkey increases the time and cost of the
flight, and causes undue inconvenience for visitors.  However, an
effective air link with the outside world is still maintained via
Turkey, by both public and private airline companies.
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TRNC REPRESENTATIVE OFFICES

ANKARA EMBASSY
Rabat Sokak No:20 
Gaziosmanpaþa 06700 
Ankara Turkey 
Tel:0-312-4462920 
Tel:0-312-4460185 
Tel.0-312-4468490
Fax0-312-4465238 
e-mail: kktcbe@superonline.com  

ÝSTANBUL CONSULATE GENERAL
Yeni Gelin Sokak 
No:B24/1 Balmumcu 
Beþiktaþ, Ýstanbul, Turkey 
Tel:0-212-2273490 
Tel:0-212-2273491 
Tel:0-212-2273492 
Fax0-212-2273493  
e-mail: info@kktc-ib.com

ÝZMÝR CONSULATE
Gaziosmanpaþa Bulvarý No:30
Süreyya Reyent Ýþ Merkezi Kat 4/408
Konak-Ýzmir
Tel: 0-232 489 77 89 / 489 49 14
Fax: 0-232 489 58 92
e-mail: kktcizmirkon@yahoo.com

MERSÝN CONSULATE
Atatürk Caddesi, No:71/3 
Mersin 33010, Turkey 
Tel:0-324-2372482 - 83
Fax: 0-324 2372520 
e-mail: kktcmersin@yahoo.com

53



WASHINGTON REPRESENTATIVE
1667, K. Street 
NW. Suite:690 
Washington D.C. 20006 
U.S.A. 
Tel:00-1-202-8876198 
Fax:00-1-202-4670685 
e-mail: trncdc@verizon.com  

NEW YORK REPRESENTATIVE
821, United Nations Plaza
6th Floor
New York, N.Y. 10017
USA
Tel: 00-1-212-6872350
Fax: 00-1-212-9496872
e-mail: trncny@aol.com 

LONDON REPRESENTATIVE
29, Bedford Square 
London WC1B 3ED
United Kingdom 
Tel:00-44-207 631 1920 (3 lines) 
Fax:00-44-207 462 9785
e-mail: trncoffice.london@btopenworld.com
web: www.e-kktc.com
Consulate Fax: 00-44-207 462 9788

TRNC TOURISM OFFICE
Tel:-44-207-631-1930 (2 lines) 
Fax:00-44-207-462 97 89
e-mail: info@go-northcyprus.com    
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BRUSSELS REPRESENTATIVE 
Avenue Louise, 207 BTE - 8B - 1050
Bruxelles, Belgique 
Tel:00-32-26-484756 
Tel:00-32-26-484870 
Fax:00-32-26-487088 
e-mail: trncbrussels@skynet.be

BAKU  REPRESENTATIVE
Resul Rýza Küçesi 18, No:58 
Bakü 
Azerbaijan 
Tel:00-994 12 495 55 11 
Fax:00-994 12 497 32 54 
e-mail: kktc.bak@azeurotel.az  

ABU DHABI REPRESENTATIVE
Khalifa Bin Zayed Street
The Blue Tower-Suite 704-A
P.O.Box 45061
Abu Dhabi-UAE
Tel: 00-971-26272977
Fax: 00-971-26270844
e-mail address: kktcabud@emirates.net.ae 

ISLAMABAD REPRESENTATIVE
315-B Khayaban-E-Iqbal 
F7/2 P.O.Box:2165 
Islamabad, Pakistan 
Tel:00-92-51 2650556 
Fax:00-92-51 2650487 / 2650562 
e-mail: trnc@isb.comsats.net.pk
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QATAR REPRESENTATIVE
Tel: (+ 974 581 63 11)

TRNC BISHKEK ECONOMY AND TOURISM OFFICE
34 Tinistanova 720053
Kyrgyzstan
Tel:00-996-312-696914
Fax:00-996-312-272798
Mobile: 00-996-772-578203

ITALY REPRESENTATIVE
Via Torino 118
00184 Rome
Italy
Tel / Fax: 00 39 06 474 1426 / 00 39 06 474 5889
e-mail: rome@trnc.it
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